Sychar Lutheran Church

Funeral Planning and Guidelines
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14 Edison Blvd.
Silver Bay, MN 55614

(218) 226-4424

sycharlutherango@gmail.com
· SCHEDULING A FUNERAL

· Schedule a minimum of 48 hours in advance.

· Dates are scheduled through the Pastor.

· Every effort will be made to accommodate your funeral planning.  However, the regular church schedule and the Pastor’s schedule take precedence over all outside events.

FEES:  

(Members are those persons active and communing at Sychar Lutheran Church.)

	Item:
	Member fee:  
	Non-member fee:

	Sanctuary
	Donation
	Donation

	Pastor
	No Cost
	Donation

	Organist
	$50-100.00
	$100.00

	Bulletin

Color Bulletin
	Donation

Donation
	$50.00 for 100

$10.00 for each additional 50

$60.00 for 100

$15.00 for each additional 50

	Custodian
	$100.00
	$100.00

	Kitchen/Social Room
	Donation
	Donation

	Cost for providing lunch
	Donation
	Suggested Donation $100


ALL FEES MUST BE PAID WITHIN ONE WEEK OF THE FUNERAL.

· The Sychar Church women are available to serve and/or provide the luncheon.  Please see the fee schedule.

DECORATING THE SANCTUARY
· Flowers: Only REAL flowers are allowed on the altar.  Otherwise any type flowers, including artificial or silk are acceptable to decorate the Sanctuary.

· All flowers and personal items MUST be removed within 24 hours, or prior to worship services, whichever comes first.


· Removing appointments: Removing or altering the placement of flags, banners, paraments, pictures, etc. from the Sanctuary or ANY OTHER ROOM in the church building is strictly forbidden.

· THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL

· There are absolutely no alcoholic beverages allowed on church property – THIS INCLUDES THE PARKING LOT.  Any person believed or found to be under the influence of alcohol or any other controlled substance will be excluded from the service and asked to leave the premises.

· There is NO SMOKING anywhere in the building OR IN FRONT OF THE ENTRANCES to the church.

· Luncheon
-Outside groups (other church ladies, civic groups, etc) may provide the luncheon.

Zup’s catering is an option for providing lunch.  Please contact Brian Zupancich at 218-226-4161 if interested.

We ask that kitchen usage (such as meal preparation) be restricted to the SLCW.  Please contact the Funeral Chairperson to make arrangements in advance.
· Hymn Suggestions
A Mighty Fortress is Our God – LBW #229
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less – LBW #294

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me – LBW #327

Lift High the Cross – LBW #377

I Love to Tell the Story – LBW #390

What a Friend We Have in Jesus – LBW #439

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound – LBW #448

Children of the Heavenly Father – LBW #447

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross – LBW #482

Beautiful Savior – LBW #518

How Great Thou Art – LBW #532

This is My Father’s World – LBW #554

O God, Our Help in Ages Past – LBW #320

Just as I Am – LBW #296

The King of Love My Shepherd Is – LBW #456

Old Rugged Cross – Bulletin Insert

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know – Bulletin Insert

In The Garden – Bulletin Insert

Blessed Assurance – WOV #699

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry – WOV #770

Great Is Thy Faithfulness – WOV #771

On Eagle’s Wings – WOV #779
· PLANNING THE SERVICE

· Funerals at Sychar Lutheran Church will be Christian Funerals, and the sermon will include the Good News of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

· The Pastor of Sychar Lutheran Church must officiate at all Funerals that take place at Sychar.  However, if the Pastor of Sychar Lutheran Church is unavailable, than another Pastor under a letter of call to a LCMC congregation will preside over the funeral service.  Please articulate your desire right away to include/invite a priest or other member of the clergy to participate.  Most clergy are generally quite welcome to assist in the ceremony.  

· Sample order of service:

The Prelude


Hymn: 

Welcome/Announcements


Invocation 


Kyrie


Prayer

Reading of Scripture

Hymn/Solo 

The Sermon 

Nunc Dimittis 


Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Solo 


Benediction


Recessional Hymn: 

Postlude

· NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED DURING THE SERVICE (Invocation to Benediction)

· Holy Communion is NOT an option for funerals at Sychar.  The reason is quite simply that it is rare for all funeral guests and worship participants to be of the same denomination and thus communion succeeds in dividing rather than uniting worshippers.

· We suggest Two Ushers from Sychar Lutheran to keep things running smoothly, especially when many guests are not familiar with the church.

· Our Sanctuary seats approximately 280-300 MAXIMUM.  Should the funeral exceed this size we will attempt to accommodate mourners in other parts of the church.

MUSIC GUIDELINES

· A Christian funeral is a worship service. Music selected should create and sustain a worshipful mood.

· Sacred music is required during the service.  Other songs approved by the pastor may be used as a prelude or postlude.

· Guests are participants in worship, NOT SPECTATORS.  And thus at least one congregational hymn shall be included in the service.

· Music If you have no specific request or need ideas please see the attached list of suggestions.  You may also contact our organist.    

Names of organists and soloists are available upon request.  We prefer that an organist from our church be used!  Outside organists MUST receive approval from the Pastor and/or church organist.

· CHOOSING YOUR SCRIPTURE READINGS

· Choosing scripture for a funeral is a very personal process; however, the Pastor will be happy to assist you with this process.  The following lessons are only suggestions.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSONS

	Job 19: 21a-27
	Psalm 23

	Psalm 42: 1-7
	Psalm 90: 2-6, 12

	Psalm 121
	Psalm 130

	Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8
	Isaiah 25: 6-9

	Isaiah 61: 1-3
	


NEW TESTAMENT LESSONS

	Romans 1: 16-17
	Romans 6: 3-8

	Romans 8: 31-39
	Romans 14: 7-8

	1 Corinthians 15: 12-26
	1 Corinthians 15: 51-57

	2 Corinthians 4: 16-18
	1 Peter 1: 3-9

	1 John 3: 1-2
	Revelation 7: 9-17

	Revelation 21: 1-7
	


Gospel Lessons
	Matthew 11: 25-30
	Mark 13: 33-37

	Luke 12: 32-34
	John 10: 7-18

	John 11: 21-27
	John 11: 32-45

	John 14: 1-6
	


